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This period of the project have seen the research team continue with two pillars of 
research that have, over the last year, become more integrated as we move towards 
the final period of the project. These two pillars are (i) the investigation into the 
dynamics of the disputed territories of Iraq, and (ii) the building of our knowledge 
base on comparative situations of intra-state territorial contestation. Over the year the 
team has completed several journal articles and briefing papers and presented their 
work at a range of seminars and conferences. The team has also continued with 
research visits to Iraq and engaged extensively with counterparts in UK government 
departments, EU offices, and UN organizations. We have found that events in the 
disputed territories of Iraq – which have included the political parties of the Kurdistan 
Region holding a unilateral referendum to secede from Iraq in September 2017, 
followed by a military response by the government of Iraq in October – has resulted 
in the team members being invited to brief HMG counterparts on several occasions, 
including up to the level of Ministers.  
 
Over the last year, the research team has conducted several research visits to Iraq and 
the disputed territories. A short visit in January was made to hold an in-depth 
interview with the Prime Minister of the Kurdistan Regional Government, HE 
Nechirvan Barzani, and the Vice-President of the Kurdistan Region of Iraq, HE 
Kosrat Rasoul. Stansfield also visited Erbil during September to follow the 
progression of the Kurdistan referendum, and its aftermath. He again interviewed a 
range of figures from across the political and ethnic spectrum of the disputed 
territories. Kelsey Shanks, meanwhile, also maintained an impressive research agenda 
in the disputed territories which included a further period of field research in IDP 
camps in Iraq in April 2017. 
 
We have continued to engage heavily with HMG and international organizations 
directly involved with managing the conflict in Iraq’s disputed territories. Stansfield 
and Wolff have maintained a programme of regular meetings with officials in the 
FCO, MOD, DFID, and the Cabinet Office throughout the period in question, with 
Stansfield briefing Cabinet Office staff as they prepared for a significant Joint 
Intelligence Committee meeting on Iraq. He also engaged significantly with the FCO 
and DFID on the preparation of HMG policy papers concerning the post-IS situation 
in the disputed territories and was a core member of the team that drafted the 
Stabilisation Unit’s Post-Mosul Operation documents for FCO and DFID ministers.  
 
During this period, we have increased our academic outputs and engagement, 
bringing forward dissemination plans and preparing the ground for further events. Of 
some significance in this regard was our organization of an entire panel at the 
prestigious International Studies Association (ISA) Conference held in Baltimore in 
March 2017. All members of the team presented papers at the panel, which was 



supported by the chairing of the renowned University of Pennsylvania Professor of 
Political Science, Brendan O’Leary.  While in the US, the team also travelled to 
Washington DC and held meetings with US State Department officials, while 
Stansfield also spoke in a seminar on Iraq held at the Wilson Center for International 
Scholars. In addition to these events, the project team also convened a workshop in 
Birmingham, in February 2017, on the subject of mediation in war-to-peace 
transitions, and team members attended an impressive array of conferences and 
seminars as speakers.  
 
The team was also invited to brief  a delegation of foreign policy experts from the 
Government of Canada, when they visited London in the spring of 2017. Stansfield 
has also visited Ottawa on two occasions in this period to give lectures to Canadian 
foreign service and military staff on the subject of the disputed territories. Stansfield 
was also invited to participate in a Track II event focusing on Iraq’s future hosted by 
the Protestant Academy of Loccum in Germany, in November 2017. This event 
brought together a range of Iraqi actors with interests in the disputed territories.  
 
We have continued to publish extensively during this period, as the attached list 
illustrates. We have now begun the process of drafting our co-authored monograph, 
which will be the focus of our writing outputs over the next year.  
 
Outputs during the period:  
 
Argyro Kartsonaki  
 
Kartsonaki A. (2016). Twenty years after Dayton: Bosnia-Herzegovina (still) stable 
and explosive, Civil Wars, 18:4, 488-516 
  
Kartsonaki A. (2018). Breaking away: Kosovo’s unilateral secession. Lanham MD: 
Lexington Books (forthcoming) 
 
Kartsonaki A. Remedial secession: researching the gap between theory and practice. 
Submitted to International Studies Quarterly.  
 
Kartsonaki A., Walsh D., Wolff S., Yakinthou C., Political agreements in intra-state 
conflicts: negotiating power sharing and transitional justice. To be submitted.  
 
Kelsey Shanks 
 
Shanks, Kelsey. “Education, peace and conflict in Kirkuk: The impact of identity 
conflicts schools.” Education in Emergencies Journal – Under review 
 
O’Connor, Larkin, Nsasra & Shanks, School choice and perceptions of conflict 
narratives: active representation among middle managers within a contested society – 
Public Administration Journal – Under review 
 
Shanks, Kelsey. “The politics of IDP education in Iraq” – International Migration 
Journal – Under Review 
 



Shanks and Stansfield. “Displacement and Conflict: The Impact of IDP movements 
on Inter-ethnic relations in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq – Middle East Journal – 
Under Review 
 
Gareth Stansfield  
 
‘The Day After: What to Expect in a Post-Islamic State Mosul.’ Co-authored with 
Tallha Abdulrazaq. Accepted for publication, RUSI Journal, Vol. 161, No. 3, 
June/July 2016, pp. 14-20. 
 
‘The Enemy Within: ISIS and the Conquest of Mosul.’ Co-authored with Tallha 
Abdulrazaq. Accepted for publication, Middle East Journal, Vol. 70, No. 4, Autumn 
2016, pp. 525-542. 
 
Stefan Wolff 
 
“Institutional Outcomes of Territorial Contestation: Lessons from Post-Communist 
Europe, 1989–2012”, Publius, vol. 47, no. 4, 491-52, DOI: 10.1093/publius/pjx025 
(with Zsuzsa Csergő and Philippe Roseberry) 
 
 
Organisation of workshops:  
 
Mediation challenges in contemporary war-to-peace transitions, University of 
Birmingham, 10 February 2017. This included delegates from the FCO, MOD, and 
British Council, as well as academics and policy practitioners based in the US, 
Canada, and the UK.  
 
Stansfield and Wolff convened a series of three workshops in collaboration with 
RUSI, with visiting delegations from Iraq including a delegation from the Iraqi 
parliament, and leadership figures from the Shia militia. These reports can be seen at:  
 
https://rusi.org/publication/conference-reports/new-emerging-trends-age-old-
challenge-stable-governance-northern-iraq 
 
https://rusi.org/publication/conference-reports/challenges-stabilisation-iraq-after-
mosul-operation 
 
https://rusi.org/publication/conference-reports/post-daesh-challenges-stabilisation-iraq 
 
 
 
Project difficulties 
 
Recent events in Iraq’s disputed territories emphasized the importance of the research 
we are doing, but also made clear the complexities of working in environments that 
are, in political, security, and social terms, experiencing considerable instability in 
settings that are quickly and unpredictably evolving. The holding of a referendum on 
independence by the Kurdistan Regional Government in September 2017 



promulgated an armed conflict in the disputed territories between KRG forces and 
those of the government of Iraq. The aftermath of this conflict is still unfolding and 
has required the project team to take stock of our research plans in order to ensure that 
(a) we can complete what we planned to do and (b) that our research continues to 
remain relevant and focused upon the evolving problems. With this in mind, we are 
pleased that our project timeframe has been extended to November of 2018.  
 
Even with these changes, we can still gain safe access to the disputed territories. We 
have maintained strong links with the KRG and also with the government of Iraq. We 
are also closely engaged with HMG departments and ensure that our visits to Iraq are 
conducted in consultation with them.  


